Risky Procedures May Have Cured a Man

A man diag-
nosed with leukemia
underwent procedures
that may have cured
him of AIDS. He went
through a blood stem-
cell transplant, a pro-
cedure intended to
treat his leukemia.
Following his opera-
tions doctor’s couldn’t
find the AIDS virus in
his system. The inher-
ent problem with his
case is the extreme
risk of treatment; one
third of the people
who undergo it die.
The mortality rate is
ruling this out as a vi-
able treatment option,
which is really a
shame because,
though phones are
ringing off the hook
with requests for this
treatment, doctors
have to deny those
who call.

Another promi-
nent issue with this
treatment is the fact
that in this operation
the donors carried a

of AIDS

unique genetic muta-
tion that is extremely
rare, that causes im-
munity to the most
common form of
AIDS. Doctors think
that the intense che-
motherapy that this
man endured wiped
out the more rare
strains in his blood

stream, but there is
also the possibility
that that the virus is
hiding deeper inside
him and evading de-
tection in a deadly
game of cat and
mouse.

This case does
open up interesting
avenues of research
for future attempts at
a true cure for the
AIDS virus though.
Such as the use of
stem cells to replicate
healthy cells, or
maybe the possibility
of distilling a cure
from the immune
gene from the trans-
plants. Sadly, we
could be years off a
true cure for the mil-
lions and millions suf-
fering every day from
the ravages of HIV
and AIDS. Hopefully
this case will give a
glimmer of hope to
those suffering and
even give them some-
thing to look forward
to in the future. For
now though, we will
have to keep working
at a real cure.

By: Keenan Clagrk
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There is a new type of
vending machine in the world. This
one doesn't dispense snack food or
soft drinks, it dispenses 24-carat
gold! The gold can be bought in
bars or coins. The German vend-
ing machine company called Gold
to Go, has numerous vending ma-
chines around the world in places
like Germany, USA, Spain, and It-
aly. The machine can hold about
320 pieces of gold, and if you get
an ounce of gold about as large as
a quarter the cost is about $1,442.

Each machine is securely
bolted to the floor of the area and

Gold Vending Machines

has been placed and has a large
touch screen where you select
what amount of gold you are going
to purchase. This machine is also
useful if you are preparing for your
currency to lose its value because
gold’s value is almost always at a
steady exchange rate when your
currency is not. In some ways it
would make sense to exchange all
of your money for gold. Who would-
n’t want gold instead of paper and
coins. Also, to make it hard for
money launderers to steal the gold
the company built an ID scanner
into the vending machine. If this

machine really catches on and peo-
ple start noticing how useful it is
then maybe gold will become a
regular currency for the entire
world.
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By: Colin E
Turner

Death is a common word
used in the world today, but when
the word “Death,” is mentioned,
what word comes to mind? Adult?
Senior? In this case, the word is
baby.

Accidental baby deaths oc-
cur more than people think. The
oddness of this subject is that most
people do not think about it before
they lay in the bed with a baby. The
baby accidentally gets suffocated
or compressed, resulting in the
death of an infant.

The rate of accidental baby
deaths is increasing. Adults are not
aware of the dangers that can oc-
cur when they fall asleep with a
baby in their arms. Suffocation,
compression, decent out of the bed
in their sleep, and more can all oc-
cur.

Other ways that children

can be killed while
sleeping with an adult
are, the baby gets

wedged in between the mattress
and frame, or even the wall. They
can hit their heads off of an object,
or they can fall off of the bed. The
impact of the fall may not seem like
much, but it's enough to kill an
eight pound baby. Although, the
chances of the baby being killed
after a fall from the bed or couch,
are low, it’s still possible and adults
should be aware of this.

An advertisement by Moses
Taylor Hospital, stating the dangers
of accidental strangulation and suf-
focation quotes, “If you're sleepy,
please put me in my crib.” SIDS,
sudden infant deaths have de-
creased, while the rate of acciden-
tal baby deaths have quadrupled
between 1984 and 2004, in 1984,
2.8% (103) to 12.5% (513) in 2004
per 100,000 live births within the 20
years.

“If you talk to most parents,
they will tell you, ‘I've always slept
with my kids,” said Don McCown.

“Changing behavior is hard to do.”
There are programs that tell the
parents or adults that say sleeping
with your child is a way to “bond”
with their children. This is true, but
its still dangerous.

Anthropologist, James J.
McKenna, said “Parents are sleep-
ing with their babies because this is
what they are designed to do. This
is what they are supposed to do.
“There are many ways mothers
sleep with their babies. Some are
dangerous, and some are very safe
and beneficial.”

By: Lexi Caviston



Unlike
Pennsylvania
most states
require drillers
to inject their
wastewater, or
fracking water,
into lined wells
thousands of
feet below the surface of the earth.
Others have evaporating pits that
leave only salty sludge. Pennsyl-
vania allows drillers to dump mostly
treated fracking water into rivers
that supply thousands of citizens
with drinking water, poisoning it
and making the water unhealthy
and unable to be drunk. The water
is treated until there is a small
amount of the dangerous contents
in the water, but 1.28 million barrels
of fracking water, one fifth of the
amount produced in a year, are
unable to be found and have not
gone through treatment. More than
44,000 barrels of fracking water
were dumped into a creek that sup-
plied water for 17 municipalities
with 300,000 plus residents.

Dumping
Fracking
Water IS

Allowed
Here

Fracking water has also been
dumped into the Delaware River
Basin which supplies good drinking
water for 15 million people. Frack-
ing water is water used in the hy-
draulic fracturing process to extract
the natural gas from the Marcellus
Shale. Water is mixed with sand
and chemicals and is pumped at a
high pressure at the shale to
smash the rock and release the
gas. When fracking water surfaces
it carries with it heavy metals such
as barium and natural occurring
radium. When fracking water pol-
lutes a well leaves a bad taste, a
filmy substance on dishes, and is
carcinogenic when a large amount
is drunk. Some people have gotten
sick from methane in the water pro-
duced by fracking. The natural gas
companies claim that the drilling is
safe because it takes place well
below the water table. State offi-
cials, drillers, and workers at treat-
ment also claim that with the right
“safeguards,” fracking water is little
or no threat to the environment.
The top 10 drilling companies claim

they have gotten rid of

most to all of the fracking

water in rivers, an claim

that they have been recycling the
water used in the first 30 days of
operation. Added together the top
10 companies have produced 80%
percent of Pennsylvania’s waste
water.

By: Miranda Pierce




Don’t Ask Don't Tell Repeal

Don't ask, don't tell is a
military term, meaning that if you
are gay or lesbian and your sex-
ual orientation is found out then
you will get discharged. Many
people agree with this state-
ment. It had originally started as
‘don’t ask’ in 1950. It has been
17 years of struggling that
forced many from the ranks and
others to keep their sexual ori-
entation to themselves. The
Senate has recently passed a
bill onto President Barack
Obama asking to repeal the pol-
icy. On Wednesday, December
15, 2010 the House approved
the repeal with a vote of 250 to
175. Then, on Saturday, De-
cember 18, 2010 the Senate ap-
proved the repeal with a vote of
65 to 31. Eight Republicans
joined the Democratic side.

The repeal failed to ad-
vance twice in the Senate. On
December 9, 2010 many
thought that it would not carry
on, because it gave the impres-
sion that it was dead. It also was
in danger of fading away for two
years because Republicans are
about to take control of the
house. John McCain said, “I
hope that when we pass this
legislation that we will under-
stand that we are doing a great
damage. And we could possibly
and probably, as the comman-
dant of the Marine Corps said,
and | have been told by literally
thousands of members of the
military, harm the battle effec-
tiveness vital to the survival of
our young men and women in
the military.” Combat Marines

are also concerned about the
possible appeal. General James
F. Amos thinks it could result in
deadly distractions. Elaine Don-
nelly said that the Pentagon’s
survey showed that 32% of the
Marines and 21.4% of the Army
combat would leave the military
sooner then planned, if the re-
peal is passed. Another thing
that the repeal could do is affect
some Americans choice to join
or make a career out of the mili-
tary. In May of 1933 44% of
Americans thought that gays
who disclose their sexual orien-
tation should be allowed to
serve, now 77% of Americans
think that gays who disclose
their sexual orientation should
be allowed to serve.

President Obama agrees
with the repeal and fulfills his
pledge to reverse the ban. This
repeal still has to be reviewed
by Obama and top military lead-
ers and reported to Congress.
When they report to Congress
they must state that they are
good with the findings in the re-
peal. After they report to Con-
gress lawmakers they can still
have hearings for 2 months to
review their findings. The lifting
of the ban will not take place for
at least 60 days because some
other procedure steps have to
be made. After the voting it was
put on the Senate gallery. Air
Force veteran Michael Almy
watched the voting and was ec-
static. He said “l can’t wait to be
a part of it again.” Some other
comments made by others are:
“The repeal will end a policy

which has burned our armed
services for far too long, depriv-
ing our nation of the talent, train-
ing, hard won battle experience
of thousands of patriotic Ameri-
cans.”, says R. Clarke Cooper.
Mr. Levin said “I'm not here for
partisan reasons. I'm here be-
cause men and women wearing
the uniform of the US who are
gay and lesbian have died for
this country, because gay and
lesbian men and women wear-
ing the uniforms of this country
have their lives on the line right
now.”

This voting has made a
historic mark on American His-
tory, it is almost as important as
the end of racial segregation in
the military. It is also the first
time in American History that
gays could be openly accepted
by armed forces. Republicans
and Democrats remain doubtful
about lifting the ban during the
combat operations while in Iraq
and Afghanistan. At least 25
other countries have allowed
gays and lesbians to serve
openly. Some of these countries
include Britain, Canada and Is-
rael.

By; Becca Yuscavage




On July 26, 2010 the
United States Copyright Office
announced that jailbreaking an
iPhone, iPod touch or other Ap-
ple device no longer violates a
federal copyright law. There is
no doubt that many iPod touch
and iPhone users are thrilled at
the news. Although, this law is
geared towards the iPhone this
applies to the iPod touch as well
as all mobile devices.

When you jailbreak an
Apple device you are hacking
your Apple device to download
underground app markets. Cy-
dia, the most popular under-
ground app market, and other
markets allow Apple device
owners to download apps that
aren’t available or approved of
by the iTunes app store regula-
tors. It will let Apple device own-
ers download apps for free that
you would otherwise pay for at
an iTunes app store. Jay Free-
man, the man who runs Cydia,
says that about nine million
iPhones have Cydia installed in
their phones. The Dev-team,
one of the main groups offering
the service, declared that the
ruling was “fantastic news.”

If you own an iPod touch
or iPhone you are probably won-
dering why anyone wouldn’t
want to jailbreak their Apple de-
vice. But be forewarned, jail-
breaking your Apple device
voids your warranty. Also, many
of the new software updates

block the jailbreaking software
which means that if you have a
jailbroken device you may not
be able to receive the new im-
provements. Apple has never
prosecuted any of the people
with jailbroken phones, but it still
does not support the ruling. Ap-
ple warned regulators that allow-
ing jailbreaking to become legal
could cause “potentially catas-
trophic” cyberattacks by iPhone
owning hackers. It is not surpris-
ing that Apple objects to this rul-
ing, considering that it has had a
very closed business model
since the debut of the iPhone in
2007. Also, jailbreaking an Ap-
ple device is a violation of Ap-
ple’s Software license agree-
ment which means that although
they have not yet, they could
legally go after any one of the
owners of jailbroken Apple de-
vices. The United States Copy-
right Office’s ruling was actually
an exemption from the DMCA.
The DMCA is a law that crimi-
nalizes, production and dissemi-
nation of technology, devices, or
services intended to bypass se-
curity measures. Every three
years the United States Copy-
right Office and the Library of
Congress get together and pro-
pose a set of exemptions. This
year’s exemptions include: Al-
lowing mobile phones to be
“unlocked” which lets them
switch carriers allowing the com-
puter owners to bypass the
need for external security de-

vices if it no longer works and
cannot be replaced. Lets visu-
ally impaired persons to break
locks on e-books so that they
could be used with read aloud
software and other aides makes
it legal for college professors to
add clips to CDs and add com-
mentary in them for educational
purposes

The main question peo-
ple want answered is; since jail-
breaking is now legal does it
make it right? The answer is a
matter of personal opinion.

By Shreyas Chandragiri
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Nutrition in Cafeteria

About a third of America’s
children are overweight and about
two thirds of adults are overweight.
Junk food has been banned from
most schools in their lunches and
breakfasts but junk food in vending
machines is still a problem.
Schools have been adding salads
to their lunch and water or juice.

Schools and parents all
over the United States including the
government are trying to stop child
obesity. Many schools have taken
junk food out of the cafeteria and
replaced it with healthy and nutri-
tious food. Junk food in machines
is one of the main causes for obe-
sity. Kids whose schools have
changed by taking junk foods out of
the cafeteria are making healthier
decisions because schools influ-

ence nutrition habits in children.

Scientists have used eight
years of BMI information from fifth
and seventh graders for part of
California’s annual Physical Fit-
nessgram testing. The information
shows that before the policies were
made the rate of obesity was going
up. In a three year period before
the policies took full effect, the obe-
sity rate in children had reduced.

If schools were to take out
junk food out of their lunch and re-
place it with healthy food it would
cost more money. Along with eat-
ing healthy schools parents think
they should increase the gym class
so kids would get more exercise.
Parents and school groups want
the school to add a nutrition class
to teach about healthy eating. Kids

tend to eat more junk food to rebel
against the school. Kids will also
bring an unhealthy snack or lunch
so schools have to tell the parents
about their kids eating

healthy. Parents, the government,
and school groups are doing as
much as they can to make kids
have a healthier childhood.

By: Mary Van Vliet
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On July 2™ of 1937, Amelia Earhart's disappearance, the bones it to one of Earhart’s relatives who

Earhart and co-pilot Fred Noonan

and partial skeleton, roughly of a

departed form Lae, New Guinea, to Caucasian female most likely be-

Howland Island, hoping to com-
plete a their journey throughout the
southwest Pacific. However, it is
believed that about 800 miles into
the flight, Earhart’s plane became
low on fuel and supposedly
crashed. There was no sign of the
plane or of Earhart and Noonan,
possibly until now.

Tiny bone fragments were
discovered last June on an expedi-
tion around the island of Nikuma-
roro in the Southwestern Pacific

Republic of Kiribati. Since last June :

the bones were believed to just be
the bones of a turtle. Because the

bones that are believed to be a hu-
man’s were near the turtle’s bones.
Therefore, the human bones could

have easily been mistaken for turtle

bones.

It wasn't until archaeologist
Tom King catalogued the bones,

that the investigation began. During
the investigation, it was discovered THTH

that some bones belonged to the
turtle and some didn’t. The human
bones, which include a cervical
bone, a neck bone, and a phalanx
(A phalanx is a finger or toe bone),
were found near the turtle remains;
the turtle remains consisted of the
parts from the shell and underbelly.
Therefore the actual human bones
were believed to just be those of a
turtle. And a good question to have
asked back in May of 2010, when
the bones were first discovered is,
there are no turtle legs or arms in
these remains so how could there
be a phalanx in these remains of
the turtle? Excellent question, it's
just that it took until December 10,
2010 to find out that the separate
remains belonged to a human.

In 1940, three years after
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tween 5’5"and 5’9, "were discov-
ered by British Colonial Service
Officer, Gerald Gallagher, on Niku-
maroro. Unfortunately the partial
skeleton was lost.

At the scene of where the
bones were discovered, there were
also several leftover remnants.
Some of the things that were dis-

DU
1. \2’ ’3 Ll

covered were a woman'’s shoe, an
empty bottle, remains of small fires,
bird and fish bones, giant clams
that had been ripped open, pieces
of a pocket knife, rouge, lipstick
and other beauty items, a broken
mirror from a women’s compact,
and pre-war American bottles with
melted bottoms as if they had been
once burned or used to boil drink-
ing water. Those are some of the
remnants that were found at the
scene.
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Scientists at the University
of Oklahoma are working to extract
DNA from the bones and compare

AT
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has donated DNA samples. They
are working on analyzing the finger
and other bones to see if they be-
long to a human or a turtle. If they
find out it belongs to a human they
will most likely take further steps
and use the DNA from a relative of
Amelia. There is a good chance
these bones can belong to Amelia
Earhart, one of the bravest women
of our time, and only time can tell if
this is a major discovery or not.

By: Brendan Scanland
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Pennsylvania state police
agreed to stop ticketing people in
public for swearing. police have
been ticketing for disorderly con-
duct for a while. One example,
which was ridiculously odd, a public
bystander was ticketed for swear-
ing at an overflowing toilet, and
was charged. Another example is
when a man made an obscene
gesture with his hand, to an oppos-
ing driver and the man was cited by
police.

In Luzerne County, 35-year-
old Lona Scarpa called police after
a motorcyclist swerved toward her
as she and a friend walked along a
sidewalk was when everything
changed. Police ended up ticketing
Scarpa with a $300 fine for swear-
ing about the incident. Scarpa chal-
lenged the disorderly conduct ticket
and let the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) pursue a free-
speech lawsuit. Scarpa ended up
being successful with her case and
received $17,500, as a result of the

case, to split between herself, her
criminal lawyer, and the ACLU.

Scarpa’s case was suc-
cessful because she was protected
by the First Amendment. Police
knew they could no longer continue
to ticket people for swearing. Not
only did Scarpa win the money, she
also caused the Pennsylvanian
State Police to stop ticketing for
swearing.

By: Brendan Scanland

Rendell Wants an A+ in Education

Outgoing Democratic Gov-
ernor Ed Rendell believes that it is
education is where he has made
the biggest difference in Pennsyl-
vanian lives. The Scranton Times
Tribune reported that during his
past eight years in office, education
funding has increased by $3 billion.
The results of his efforts include 11,
475 children enrolled in the Penn-
sylvania Pre-K Counts program,
two-thirds of kindergartners now in
full day programs, and the reduc-
tions in class sizes for grades kin-
dergarten to third. The Governor
believes that spending during his
administration to expand early edu-
cation programs, enroll more kin-
dergartners in full-day programs
and reduce class size will make
millions of young people better pre-

pared for the job market. The web- §

site Philly.com reported on
Rendell's legacy stating that over
the last eight years, Rendell has
led the state to impressive gains in
public education. Critics, however,
have branded the governor with the
nickname “Spendell.” Rendell had
directed much of the increases in

state spending to public
education. The benefits

of his efforts are that ever since
2003, about 290,000 more Penn-
sylvania students went up a grade
level in reading and math, as well
as improved test scores.
Pennlive.com listed the governor’s
historic level of investment in public
education as one of his highs dur-
ing his time as Governor. He was
the first state governor to direct
state dollars for preschool, accord-

ing to the Patriot News.

The new Governor Republican
Tom Corbett will be challenged to
continue the gains in education due
to a tight budget. The Governor-
elect says he won't raise taxes or

fees to deal with Pennsylvania’s
money problems. A statewide opin-
ion poll shows the public sides
more with Mr. Corbett than Mr.
Rendell. Republicans are focusing
on a new school choice plan to of-
fer “opportunity grants” to attend
the public or private school they
choose, as well as expanding char-
ter schools. Senator Jeffrey Pic-
cola, a Republican from Harrisburg
and chairman of the Senate Educa-

I tion Committee said that school

choice offers a lower-cost opportu-
nity to make education improve-
ments. Mr. Piccola said “We’re go-
ing to have to make some dramatic
cuts education; we simply can't af-
ford the kind of costs the public
education system has been driv-
ing.” Ed Rendell is leaving office
and potentially leaving the state

2 with the biggest budget deficit in

state history. During a farewell in-
terview with reporters Mr. Rendell
said that the public needs to under-
stand the difference between good
government spending and bad gov-
ernment spending.

By: Adam Gresko




Madison
Luchetti and
Nathan
Loiseaet are
in the second
graders at The
Howard Gardner School. They are
on the same swimming team at the
YMCA. Nathan won first place in a
speed race. Madison won a trophy
for beating her own speed record.
Her previous time was 1 minute
and 38 seconds. Her new time is 1

minute and 33 seconds. Nathan
said “Always have fun if you want
to swim. Madison said “Try it and
don't quit. Have fun.”

Santina Kobierecki recently won a
participation reward for her piano
recital in front of the judges in Wav-
erly, PA. She has been playing the
piano for three years. Her mother
inspired her by always telling her “I

think you should do it because it is
a great experience”. “Do it because
it's fun. It might be boring at times
but you'll enjoy it because of all the
hard work and inspiration.

Leanna Yatcilla is a third grader
at the Howard Gardner School for
Discovery. Sherecently showcased
at The Sue Hand art show. At Sue
Hands college college students
judge younger kids artwork after
school on Wednesdays. She came
in first place for having the best art-
work in her age group. The art
piece she entered was called boy
on couch which she has been
working on for a month. Her mom
always told her “One day your art
will be so famous that it will sell for

millions and millions of dollars”.
What inspired her was a pack of
paint. “ | felt like |1 connected with it
like a puzzle” Leanna had said.
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Roy Phillips recently won

3" place in a Ping Pong tourna-
ment in Scranton. He lost to a fel-
low student Shrey Chandragiri who
came in first. He also lost to
Shrey’s brother Sahas. He had an
interest in ping pong after going to
a ping pong camp in China. Roy

has been playing ping pong two
years and plans to continue at the
Nanticoke Table Tennis Club. Roy
says “Make sure to get the stroke
as perfect as you can. Go to a
tournament.”

Duncan Breig , 11, of the upper
class plays football for the Lacka-
wanna Trail Junior Lions. It is Dun-
can’s first year playing football. His
team made it to the Super Bowl
but lost 7-0. He got a medal for
coming in second place. He plays

offensive line and defen-

sive line and he’s also the kicker
on occasion. He says that its ‘a fun
sport but hard work’. His favorite
team is the New York Giants.
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Senior Class Grades 7 and 8

Adam
Gre-
sko, 13, of
the Senior
Class won
three med-
als in fenc-
ing. Adam has been fencing for 3
years and trains at Wilkes Fencing
Club. He won a silver medal in the
Keystone Games for foil and in the
tryouts for the Junior Olympics he
won silver for saber and bronze for
epee. The Keystone Games was
held in August and the tryouts for
the Junior Olympics were held on
December 7. The Junior Olympics

are going to be held in Texas in
late January. Adam hasn’t decided
if he will participate. He recently
went to Connecticut for a foil tour-
nament and won 3 place. He also
went to a charity event on Sunday,
December 19 in New Jersey.
Adam is currently training for the
Nationals competition that will be
held in Atlanta, Georgia. There are

already about 130 competitors reg-

istered for foil.
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David Haudenschield , 13, of the
Senior class won the Freech Keen
Award, the MVP for the Abington
American League in August. The
award was for performance, team-
work, sportsmanship and dedica-
tion. He played for the Benefits
Group when he won the award.



For years the water foun-
tains situated all around the school
have been supplying
thirsty kids with water. But now
research shows that those water
fountains can
be extremely unhealthy. The plas-
tic container that holds the water
leaches BPA
or Bisphenol A. All plastics leach,
especially when heated or reused,
but
certain plastics are healthier. If you
look at a plastic you will find little
triangle made up of arrows, and
inside that shape is a number.
That number
indicates how easy it is to recycle
the product and how unhealthy it is.
The
numbers on the water fountains are
sevens, the worst you can get.

There are seven different num-
bers that you can find on a plastic
product.

Number one is called polyethylene
terephtalate or PETE. This kind of
plastic is

considered the safest, but can ac-
guire a taste and bacteria if used
over and

over again. The production also
releases toxic chemicals into the
air. Number

two is high density polyethylene
and is used for detergent bottles,
milk jugs,

toiletries bottles, juice bottles, and
butter tubs. This plastic is also
considered safer than most, and is
usually recycled in most recycling
programs.

Number three, polyvinyl chloride, is
used in plastic wrap, pipes, and
cooking

oil bottles. It's highly recom-
mended that polyvinyl choride is
not near heat or

touching warm food. Low density
polyethylene, number four, is made
as grocery
bags, squeezable tubes, and a
small amount of food wraps. Like
Number one, two,
and four is considered safe. Num-
ber five is called polypropylene and
is fond is
fat topped containers, water bot-
tles, and straws. Number six is
found in the
infamous Styrofoam. Styrofoam is
known to leach toxic chemicals and
cancerous
cells along with BPA. Number
seven is the rest of the plastic you
can find and
has the worst amount of leached
BPA. Numbers two, four, and five
are considered
the absolute safest plastic, and
other plastics should not be reused,
heated, or
frozen.

BPA is found in more than
90% of the American population
and is considered the
most controversial chemicals. Ani-
mal tests have showed that this
chemical
causes obesity, diabetes, breast
and prostate cancer, urethra devel-
opment in
males, early sexual maturity in
women, sperm decline, and un-
descended testicles,
immune system effects, and a
higher chance cardiovascular dis-
ease. These side
effects of BPA are found in both
animals and humans. Studies
funded by plastic
and chemical companies have
found that BPA is safe, and say
that scientists
cannot prove accurately what
causes the diseases. Recently the

FDA has

pronounced that BPA is safe in
packaging based upon an industry
funded animal test.

Earlier this year Annapo-
lis, Maryland has pushed to ban
BPA in sippy cups and
baby bottles. Studies have shown
that the younger children are the
most
vulnerable to BPA. Twenty states
have already set up laws to restrict
BPA use.

Although HGS has set up
a vending machine and some drink
from water bottles,
the majority of the school’s stu-
dents still drink from the unhealthy
water
fountain every day, and now that
water can have serious effects on
them.

By: Miranda Pierce
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Health & Science

Due to the climbing greenhouse
gases, ice in the Arctic Circle has
been melting and threatening the
chance of survival for Polar Bears.
But now, several studies have
shown that the species can still
live. An article in the journal,
Nature, states that Polar Bears can
have a sustainable population
around the Arctic Circle, if the
amount of greenhouse gas emis-
sions in the air is decreased

or if the flow is stopped, and that is
if traditional wildlife management
practices are used. The article also
states that when emissions rise the
ice will melt, but there are no re-
sults saying there is a tipping point,
a stage where the amount of frozen
ice will continue to decrease and
halt increase. Another study shows
that if all the ice melts there should
still be a refuge on the North Cana-
dian Archipelago and Northern

Greenland where bears and other
animals such as the Ringed Seal
can live as sustainable populations.
Summer Ice has fallen about an
average of 11.5% percent per dec-
ade. Lots of researchers believe
the ice will be gone by midcentury if
nothing is done to improve the
greenhouse gas situation. The ice
refuge in Canada and Greenland
should have deep enough snow to
house Ringed Seal populations by
year 2100, but if the greenhouse
gas emissions continue to rise the

ice will also begin to melt. “This is
not expected to last forever. As the
planet warms it will eventually be
lost,” says Robert Newton, an
oceanographer.

Polar Bears, Ursus mari-
timus, are solitary animals that in-
habit the Arctic Region. They have
a lifespan of 20 to 25 years, and a
population of about
20,000 to 25,000. Polar Bears are
the largest carnivorous species on
earth. This species of bears have
unique adaptations such as thicker
fur that even cover their feet, oar
like paws, long neck and slim skull
to help with swimming, and a large
layer of blubber. Polar Bears use
the ice for hunting, breeding, and
denning.

By: Miranda Pierce

On December 15, 2010 in
Baikonur, Kazakstan astronauts
from America, Russia, and Europe
began their flight to the Interna-
tional Space Station. The names of
the astronauts in space are Dmitry
Kondratyev a Russian, Catherine
Coleman an American, and Paolo
Nespoli whose from Europe. The
astronauts went to the space sta-
tion to conduct experiments such
as the colloidal alloy test-5. In this
test also known as BCAT-5 the
crewmembers take photos samples
of polymer and colloidal particles
as they change from liquids to gas-
ses so, they can model the change.

Another one of the things that the
crew went up to do was to check
out Kibo Robotic Arm in anticipa-
tion of
the
Japa-
nese H-
I trans-
fer ve-
hicle.

Also,
going
to outer
space
encour-
aged
us to

develop better technology. We cre-
ated computers that were faster
and slimmer; we created lots of
better technology in the wake of
space exploration.

And we are just human. We want to
climb to the top of the mountain; we
want to go beyond our imagination.

By; St. John Whittaker



Barbara
Ginvagnoli
works at
Lackawanna
County Of-
fice of Envi-
ronmental
Sustainability
and told the Upper Class at How-
ard Gardner School some things
about recyclable materials and how
and where to recycle them. We
watched as the Uppers interviewed
Barbara about her job. First, she
told us not to ever throw away plas-
tic water bottles because they can
be reused. She tells us that the
recycling facilities will turn the plas-
tic bottles into new ones. If they
are sturdy enough they can be
made into something called plastic
lumber, and can be used to make
things such as benches. If they are
thrown away they can be dumped
in the ocean and can kill many
kinds of ocean life.

Then one of the students asked
what they should do with batteries
if they are not supposed to throw
them away. Barbara told them that

they should either recharge them or
give them to Best Buy where they
will recharge and reuse them. An-
other person asked where they
could give their paper and chip-
board (cardboard) so that it can be
reused. Barbara said that if they
give the paper to a place called
Diamond Kay which is right across
the street from the Glider Diner, in
Scranton, that they will reuse the
paper and chipboard and will actu-
ally pay you for it. Next, one of the
students asked what she should do
with a cell phone that they don't
need any more. Barbara answered
that they should give those to Best
Buy also, so that they can be recy-
cled, reused for parts, or just given
to another person for a small price.
She also told us that the Woman's
Resource Center will give the cell
phones that still work to people
who are in need of them.

Next, Megan Wolfe, the science
teacher at the Howard Gardener
School, asked what people should
do with prescription drugs. These
types of drugs can't be thrown
away or flushed down the toilet be-

cause either one of those

options can hurt people

or wildlife badly or even

kills it. Barbara said that they
should take the drugs to a medical
take back day where the medical
volunteers can dispose of the drugs
properly. After a while of interview-
ing we were finally done and we
had learned many things about re-
cycling and disposing of materials

properly.

By: Adam Gresko and Colin Turner
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For harp and ringed seals,
survival as an infant only requires
one crucial thing; the dry shelter
from the elements that allow it to
develop a thick layer of blubber
during its first few weeks of life.
However, due to changes in cli-
mate, the ice that the seals live on
now forms later in the winter and
melts faster in the spring. This
shortened period of winter makes
for less snow, which is the main
problem. The lack of snow puts
many seal pups in a dangerous
position as it reduces the amount of
time they have to mature physi-
cally. It also leaves the pups with-
out their usual form of shelter, an
ice lair, thus making them easy
prey for predators such as polar

bears, Arctic fox, ravens and gulls.

Scientists have documented

instances in which the seal pup
population was nonexistent during
the years of 1967, 1981, 2000,
2001 and 2002, all years with very
little ice. Studies done more re-
cently indicate that in 11 years, 9
have had below average ice condi-
tions. The lack of ice also caused
the seal mortality rate to reach
75%. The ice is also needed for the
survival of phytoplankton, zoo-
plankton and other bottom-dwelling
sea organisms. When the tempera-
ture increases, the plankton popu-
lation decreases greatly. These
changes to the ocean ecosystem
put larger predators in a tough pre-

dicament. Due to the increase in
seal pup mortality, caused by a
lack of food and shelter, the
amount of food for their predators
is also decreased. It basically
comes down to one basic point:
Save the seals, save the world.

By: Nora Walsh-Battle
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Fraudulent Study Retracted

Recently, a study published
in 1998 by a group of doctors, most
notably Dr. Andrew Wakefield, was
pulled from publication and discred-
ited. The study documented a link
between the vaccination for mea-
sles, mumps and rubella, com-
monly called the MMR vaccine, and
autism. However, when British jour-
nalist Brian Deer reevaluated the
study, he discovered major inade-
guacies and several instances of
misrepresented data. Ten of the
thirteen doctors who collaborated
on the study have denounced its
findings, but Dr. Wakefield remains
sound in his belief that the study

was accurate and has defended
himself on television numerous
times. The fact that Dr. Wakefield
was stripped of his medical license
last spring doesn’t help his case.

The basis for this retraction
regards the test subjects. Hospital
records and evaluations by outside
physicians show that out of the 12
children in the study, 5 already had
a history of developmental prob-
lems before receiving the vaccine
and 3 never even had autism in the
first place. The publication of this
study in 1998 scared parents all
over the world and encouraged

them to not vaccinate their children.
As a result, there have been sev-
eral outbreaks of measles in
Europe, and the U.S. Measles was
declared to be widespread in Eng-
land and Wales in 2008. The side
effects of Dr. Wakefield's false
claims will live on for years to come
in the medical community. This dis-
turbing occurrence has called for all
of Dr. Wakefield’s published stud-
ies to be reviewed and checked for
accuracy.

By: Nora Walsh-Battle



The United States Justice
Department is suing BP and eight
other companies in the Gulf oil spill
disaster. An Associated Press
article in the Scranton Times
reported that President Obama’s
administration filed the lawsuit in an
attempt to get back billions of
dollars from the biggest offshore oil
spill in the history of the United
States. The lawsuit is looking for
civil penalties under the Clean
Water Act. President Obama’s
administration wants the
companies to be held liable with no
limits under the Oil Pollution Act for
all the costs of clean up and
damage caused by the oil spill,
including damage to the natural
resources. The lawsuit was filed
on December 15, 2010 in federal
court in New Orleans, Louisiana.

In April 2010, an explosion
killed 11 workers at BP’s
deepwater well in the Gulf of
Mexico. Oil flowed from the

company’s undersea well through
the water and onto the coastline.
The U.S. government estimates
that more than 200 million gallons
of oil poured into the Gulf, but BP
disagrees with that estimate.
Reuters.com reported that legal
experts believe that if the U.S.
government convinces a court that
BP was grossly negligent, BP’s
estimate of the total cost of the oil
spill, $40 billion, would double. BP
investors were intimidated by the
lawsuit, and the value of BP stock
went down. Recently, BP’s shares
went up when investors thought
that the worst was over, but now
investors worry about the lawsuit.

prove that these violations caused
or contributed to the massive oil
spill, and that defendants are
therefore responsible under the Oil
Pollution Act for the government
removal costs, economic losses
and environmental damages.”

_ By: Adam Gresko
Bloomberg Businessweek

reported that government lawyers
said the Clean Water Act
authorizes the U.S. to seek civil
penalties of $1,100 for each barrel
of oil spilled, or in certain situations,
as much as $4,300 a barrel from
the companies involved. The
government reported in August that
4.9 million of barrels of oil were
spilled. The federal lawsuit says
that inadequate cementing of the
well contributed to the disaster.
Attorney General Eric Holder said
at a news conference “We intend to
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Sports

Steroids Affecting Players Future

Steroids have been affect-
ing many sports athletes for over
two decades mainly in baseball.
The league has taken action with
suspensions and not letting players
into the Hall of Fame.

Mark McGuire admitted to
using steroids and we probably
won'’t be seeing him in the Baseball
Hall of Fame anytime soon, even
though he has 583 home runs.
Other players, such as Rafael

Palmeiro who is one of four players
with 500 homers and 3,000 hits
and Juan Gonzalez who is a two-
time AL MVP will probably not be in
there either. In more recent cases
like Barry Bonds, who passed Hank
Aaron on the All-Time Home Run
List with 762 and is also the only
seven-time MVP and Roger Clem-
ens, the only seven-time Cy Young
Award winner, won't be in the Hall
for a while.

Steroids are taken to build
muscle, enhance performance and
improve appearance. You can take
steroids in tablet form injection.
Steroids cannot improve an ath-
lete’s agility, athletic skill or cardio-
vascular capacity. Some side ef-
fects include continuous head-
aches, bone pain, weakening of
tendons and risk of serious injury,
as well as death due to overdose.

By: Trey Lipski

The Penn State women'’s
volleyball team won its fourth
straight championship title on De-
cember 18, 2010. The 4" ranked
Lions beat the 7" ranked Golden
Bears in a sweep winning 25-20,
27-25 and 25-20. Penn State has
beaten the University of California
four straight years in the post sea-
son.

Coming into the year Penn
State had a 109 game winning

streak and lost in the beginning of
the season. They ended the sea-
son 32-5 and the Bears ended the
season 30-4. When Penn State got
in the post season nobody ex-
pected them to win the title. After
the win Penn State continued their
NCAA tournament win streak to 24
matches in a row. They also won
18 of 19 sets in the tournament.

In the championship game,
Blair Brown of Penn State had 18

kills and 10 digs while Deja
McClendon, who was named most
outstanding player of the Final Four
and National Freshman of the
Year, had 16 Kills. For Cal, Carli
Lloyd had 33 assists and

11digs.

Six of Penn State’s seniors
had a record of 142-7 and never
finished a season without winning
the National Championship title.

By: Trey Lipski




Cheerleading and Its Dangers

Cheerleading, along with
many other sports can be danger-
ous, and some time
deadly. Emergency room visits for
cheerleading injuries have at least
doubled since the 1990s. When
you join a cheerleading team, they
make you sign a medical release
because of the high risk of being
injured. Many injuries are caused
by lack of good coaching and not
enough equipment or space for
cheerleading teams to practice
safely. If you do not have good
equipment, it could make getting
injured much easier. Even at doz-
ens of cheerleading competitions,
knee braces, back braces, wrist
braces and ice packs have become
as common as mascara and glitter.

Out of 104 severe injuries to high
school and college athletes, more
than half were caused by cheer-
leading. In 2002 alone, there were
22,900 cheerleading related acci-
dents.

A girl named Jessica Smith,
was a cheerleader at Sacramento
City College. She broke her neck in
two places when the bases of her
stunt dropped her headfirst from 15
feet. Smith said “Still, ’'m one of the
lucky ones. Some people don't
walk away from a cheerleading
fall.” This is true because another
cheerleader who was not as lucky
is a girl named Lauren Chang. Lau-
ren was a twenty year old cheer-
leader at a weekend competition,
when she was accidentally kicked

NFL Being Too Strict?

in the chest during her cheer com-
petition. The kick to her chest
caused bilateral pneumothoraces,
which is when the lining of both
lungs swells, decreasing the ability
of the lungs to take in air; this
caused Lauren Chang'’s death.
Lauren Chang's mother, Nancy
Chang said "We hope her death
will shed light on the inherent risks
of cheerleading and we hope that
additional safeguards are taken." If
you're a cheerleader or wish to be-
come one make sure you take
safety precautions and have fun.

By: Allie Hughes

NFL vice president, Ray
Anderson, had been discussing
head to head hits before the sea-
son. The rule that head to head hits
were to be assessed so a penalty
was added this season. Any hits
that even appeared to be helmet on
helmet can be called a personal
foul, a 15 yard penalty and an auto-
matic first down. Other penalties for
these hits can include fining or
even suspension. At first the pen-
alty was a fine, but players didn’t
take that seriously so the suspen-
sion rule was put into the place.
Players are much more delicate
with how they make contact with
players. Some head to head hits
are fatal or the victim of the hit is
rushed to the hospital and on the
other hand the player that gets hit,
jumps off of the ground and starts
clapping. The other thing that Ray

Anderson was trying to prove is
that the result of the hit does not
matter; it is what could have hap-
pened.

Another new rule in the NFL
that was established last year is
limited celebration. This was bad
news for Chad Ochocinco, Terrell
Owens, and Steve Smith. These
were three of the biggest end zone
celebrators in the football league.
The celebrations would be ridicu-
lous and funny for the fans and the
successful team, but the opposing
team would take this hurtfully.
Some spectators think that the
popularity of the sport is dropping
because of this rule.

Also, a defensive player is
not allowed to tackle a quarterback
below the knees. This is a sensible
rule because last year Carson

Palmer and Ben Roethlisberger got
leg injuries from being tackled be-
low the knees.

Football is a rough contact
sport. Players know this going into
the game. It is difficult to keep eve-
ryone safe from minor or serious
injury, but these new rules should
certainly help if players and
coaches take them to heart.

By: David Haudenschield



Entertainment

Following the enormous
success of ‘Pretty Little Liars’, an-
other hit mystery series from New
York Times bestselling author Sara
Shepard is to be expected. Pretty
Little Liars has sold millions of cop-
ies, inspired a hit TV show on ABC
Family and acquired a huge follow-
ing. With brilliant descriptions, hi-
lariously snarky dialogue, and rich
two-dimensional characters, it's no
wonder Pretty Little Liars is such a
hit. Sadly, her new series, ‘The Ly-
ing Game’, misses the mark.

While there are components
of a great story, the scenarios are
unbelievable and slightly insincere.
The main characters are: Emma
Paxton, who narrates the majority
of the story in 3" person, and Sut-
ton Mercer, Emma’s recently de-
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ceased twin sister. Sutton watches
over Emma for most of the book,
reflecting on her own mistakes and

silently urging Emma to look into
her disappearance. The plot is cer-
tainly intriguing, but the supernatu-
ral element of Sutton’s ghost
watching Emma is insightful in
some parts, but insipid and confus-
ing in others. The relationship be-
tween Sutton and her friends would
be very realistic, but the girls’ main

activity of choice, the titular “Lying
Game”, detracts from that. Emma’s
isolation as a foster child is exag-
gerated at some parts, although
her initial joy at the discovery of
Sutton and hope of having a family
for once was honest and sweet.
The book was very interesting, al-
though parts of it were too rushed
and fake. It's not as winning

as Pretty Little Liars was, possibly
because of Shepard’s attempt to
create characters that are too lik-
able to be real, but hopefully, the
story will improve by its se-

guel, “Never Have | Ever”, which
comes out later in 2011.

By: Nora Walsh— Battle



Oprah Winfrey Then and Now

Oprah Winfrey was the first
black woman to have a talk
show .In 1976 when she moved to
Baltimore she hosted a talk show
called People Are Talking. In 1986
she was nominated for an Oscar.
She loved being on that show so
she decided to create her own
show called The Oprah Winfrey
Show. In 2000, she created her
own studio called Harpo which is
her name backwards. Oprah has
changed the world dramatically
with her popular talk show, but now
her show will be ending. Oprah has

Facebook’s Founder is Recognized as Person of the Y

Mark Zuckerberg, the man
behind the magic of Facebook, was
announced as Time magazine’'s
“Person of the Year.” He was the
youngest person of the year since
Charles Lindbergh, who was
Time’s first “Person of the Year.”
Lindbergh was 25 and became the
person of the year by flying across
the Atlantic Ocean, by himself, in
1927. Facebook is not only a way
to communicate with your friends,
but also a place where the world
can be connected. Mark posted on
his Facebook page that being
“Person of the Year” was “A real
honor and recognition of how our
little team is building something
that hundreds of millions of people
want to use to make the world

more open and connected.
I’'m happy to be a part of
that.” The entire world

decided to retire her show, but not
her lifestyle in business. She has
created her own network called
OWN (Oprah Winfrey Network).
Discovery Network bought Oprah’s
business and turned into the Oprah
Winfrey Network. The network was
launched on January 1, 2011.

The Oprah Show popular
because of the sincerity in her per-
sonality and the crazy thrill of the
time on her show. Like when Tom
Cruise declared his love for Katie
Holmes by jumping on the couch
acting like he couldn’t survive with-
out her. Or when she interviewed
Michael Jackson and he did his
famous dance move the moonwalk
personally for her. Another time
was when Oprah Surprised her au-
dience with new cars.

Because of all she has done in
these 25 years she has been
named as the “Dream

2010

spends more than 700 billion min-
utes on Facebook each month. The
network now has 550 million mem-
bers, and is still rapidly growing.

What is Facebook? It has
become much more than a way of
communication. For some, it is a
way of life. Facebook allows you to
show everything about yourself,
including your friends, interests,
basic information and much more.
You can let people know what you
are doing at all times or see things
about your friends. On Facebook
you will have a wall, where you can
write statuses or allow your friends
to write things to you. Photos can
be uploaded onto Facebook for
others to see as well. If people tag
you or write something on your
wall, you will get a notification tell-
ing you what they have done.

Maker” and he “Queen Talk Show".

The Oprah Winfrey Show is
about changing lives and making
people listen and understand what
is going on in the world. A few
years back she had different days
for different topics. On Tuesdays
she would have Dr. Oz come on
the show for health. Monday and
Wednesdays the topics would shift
from spirit to religion to home com-
munity. On Fridays she would talk
about major events happening in
the world. She thinks that all of
these topics are important for peo-
ple to hear.

By: Chris Murphy

ear in

Then, you can click on a link to see
where this occurred. Relationships
are easier to maintain with the help
of Facebook. It is an easier way to
contact people or communicate
with them. This can be a safe net-
work if users choose to use the pri-
vacy settings in the right way. This
website has changed the lives of
millions and Mark Zuckerberg
made it possible.

By: Taylor Kennedy



King Dork is a novel by
Frank Portman, published in 2006.
It's the first book by Portman, who
is also the lead singer/songwriter of
the Mr. T Experience, and was
shortly followed by his highly ac-
claimed Andromeda Klein series.
While Andromeda Klein received
rave reviews, King Dork was gener-
ally overlooked. A very sad occur-
rence considering that the wit, hu-
mor and originality displayed by
King Dork is truly entertaining. |
hope that in the future, perhaps,
King Dork will be recognized for
what it really is: an honest, hilari-
ous, though at some parts, ridicu-
lous, portrait of high school, from

King Dork

the point of view of a generic high
school student.

While King Dork is funny
and insightful, with believable char-
acters, there are several unneces-
sary sub plots. Just as the book’s
back cover advertises, the main
character, Tom Henderson, finds
himself at the center of a dozen
conspiracies. The confusing web of
secrets was initially entertaining,
but became tedious midway
through the book. Also, Portman
further complicates it by giving all
of the conspiracies the same gen-
eral cause, which | suspected
would happen. The book also de-
rives plot points from J.D. Salin-
ger's Catcher in the Rye, a book

Tom'’s school teaches almost ex-
clusively as English curriculum.
Some of the Catcher in the Rye
references are difficult to decipher
without prior knowledge of the
book, but not enough that it's un-
readable. All in all, King Dork is a
great book, even with its compli-
cated abbreviations, wide spread
plot, and sparse dialogue. | would
recommend this to almost all teens,
with more of a focus on boys.

By: Nora Walsh-Battle
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Homeless Man Change to Fame

Ted Williams has become
an internet sensation because of
his deep voice. His nickname is
The Man with the Golden Voice. He
is now rich and famous for being a
news auditor. But he wasn'’t always
rich and famous. He has been
homeless for a few years. Until he
was fired, Ted use to be a news
auditor in his local news broadcast
in Ohio. With the money he had left
he spent it on drugs and alcohol.

In his video he said he didn’t have
a great past. He recently plead
guilty and arrested for abusing
drugs.

Ted was discovered on a
highway in Ohio. Doral Chenoweth
Il from the Columbus Dispatch was
interested in what his sign said and
asked for him. The sign said “ |
have a GOD given gift of voice. |
am an ex-radio announcer who has

fallen on hard times. PLEASE! Any
help will be gratefully appreciated.
Thank you and god bless you.
Happy Holidays.” Chenoweth Il
posted it on YouTube and gotten
one million views.

Ted Williams has gotten
many of job offers. One from the
Cavaliers as an announcer at
Quicken Loans Arena. They offered
him a two year contract and pay for
all his living expenses within those
two years. The Cavaliers stated
that they don’t know much about
him but they are touched by his
story and they hope he accepts
their job offer.

Ted said that this wouldn’t
have happened without his best
friend, his mom. “When | was a kid
she would take me down to the Ra-
dio City Music Hall and on the sub-

way. I'm just glad that she is still
around. | prayed that she would live
long enough that | could make her
proud and see her son do some-
thing other than stand along the
side of the road holding a sign ask-
ing for money. | am so glad that |
turned my life around.” he said.

Go to http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6rPFvLUWkzs to see his
life changing moment.

By: Chris Murphy
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*The following is a satirical piece
and is by no means intended to be
taken seriously, the views ex-
pressed in the editorial do not rep-
resent the opinions of the writer
and are purely sarcastic*

It is often thought of in the
minds of sane men and women
that the biggest threat to American
society is no other than the avail-
ability of the dreadful assault
weapons. These criminal accom-
plices allow criminals to “mow
down” innocent civilians and law
enforcement agents. The firearm
industry able to accomplice this
devious feat by giving weapons
that should be kept for military us-
age to the filthy hands of the men-
tally unbalanced.

Several distinguishing fea-
tures of the assault weapons are
pistol grips to give better ergonom-
ics (which obviously has nothing to
do with sporting purposes), high
capacity magazines, and fold-
ing/telescopic stocks. Hey, | have
no idea what that means either,
but who cares? These maiming
machines are being designed for
combat. They are therefore evil, no
matter how little we know about
them. Let’s not let the facts get in
the way of our desecration of the
2" amendment.

Saying that these
“Assassination weapons” are a

new threat on the horizon is simply
not true. Assassination weapons,
or as the corrupt firearm industry
will say, “bolt action rifle,” have
been in service since the first
World War, which was 150 years
before the current date. Gun nuts
may argue that if these weapons
are so deadly, why haven’t we gun
control saviors taken notice? The

answer is simple: they were over-
shadowed by assault weapons.

Assassination weapons
operate like a door bolt: except
instead of operating the bolt for
normal activity, you operate to
maim and kill another human be-
ing. What makes bolt action weap-
ons so deadly? In between the
process of pushing the bullet
through the muzzle, it injects extra
powder into the bullet, giving it
higher power. There would be no
doubt in the mind of any sane per-
son that this nifty little trick is de-
signed to give a merciless and in-
creasingly painful death. Shock-

ingly, the extra power of the “bolt
action” is not the deadliest feature.

The reason assassin weap-
ons were given their name is sim-
ple: they are used by snipers, mili-
tary employed stealth criminals, or
assassins. The reason they are
favored by assassins is because of
their precision, allowing them to
leave more disemboweled corpses
of law enforcement agents. The
mechanic behind their precision is
the slow rate of fire, which forces
assassins to make more careful
shots. Unlike hosing, the method
used by assault weapons, bolt ac-
tion killers use precise shots, al-
lowing you to make more hits, and
from further away. This will allow
the criminal to go undetected while
citizens flee in terror, only to be
gruesomely killed.

Attempting to argue that
assassination weapons serve
sporting purposes, or arguing for
their place in society for that mat-
ter, is idiotic and useless, and will
only be attempted by gun-toting
imbeciles. Assassination weapons
are a threat to society, and anyone
who tries to argue is an idiot.

By: Andrew Haggerty
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The Tea Party is an Ameri-
can political movement that has
sponsored protests and supported
candidates since 2009. They ran
as Republican candidates during
the November 2010 election. The
group is attempting to reach the
common man and wants reduced
government spending, lower taxes,
reduction of the national debt and
federal budget deficit. They be-
lieve they know the original inter-
pretation of the United States Con-
stitution and the intent of our found-
ing fathers. The name "Tea Party"
is a reference to the Boston Tea
Party, a protest by colonists who
objected to a British tax on tea in

1773 and demonstrated by dump-
ing British tea taken from docked
ships into the harbor.

Many people think the Tea
Party’s beliefs are extreme and
some even think they are crazy.
Some Demoaocrats think they are
also racist. Democrats, including
President Obama, disagree with
the Tea Party opinion on how the
government should be run. Some
are even afraid of them. 32% of the
Tea Party candidates that ran in
November were elected to the
House of Representatives or Sen-
ate and now they are in Washing-
ton, D.C. President Obama has to
deal with them and to him their
ideas may seem extreme and even
crazy. The cartoon is picturing the
Mad Hatter and the crazy charac-

ters from Alice in Wonderland at
their weird tea party. It is meant to
show what President Obama might
be thinking now that he has to wel-
come the Tea Party candidates to
the US Government. The Tea Party
movement disapproves of the job
President Obama is doing as Presi-
dent.

By: Adam Gresko



